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2005 PINOT NOIR

     The grapes for this Pinot Noir come from our own Mariposa Vineyard.  This vineyard is located on southern and southeastern slopes above the Columbia River, next to the foothills of the Cascade Mountains.  The Pinot Noir is grown only on the southeastern slopes.  Thanks to cautious irrigation and pruning we have never surpassed two tons to the acre in the Pinot plot.  Leaf removal and shoot positioning expose the fruit to the sun.

     The 2005 growing season was an average year and we easily achieved 24% sugar by September 15th.  We ferment the Pinot, after a cold soak of several days, in one-ton fermenters where the cap is punched down once a day.  After 10 to 14 days the Pinot is pressed off the skins and racked to 60 gallon barrels where it spends a year.  We then bottle and begin to enjoy it.

     The Pinot Noir from our Mariposa Vineyard has consistently given us intense fruit, and nice tannic structure.  Even though the wine is very drinkable now it holds up well when left open, which means it will age well.  This wine consistently surprises us; we cannot explain how a warm site such as ours can make such a pleasant wine.  It has been so consistent however that we have doubled the planting on the same hillside.
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